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This learned work on Hindu traditions of religions heremeneu-
tics by Professor Oberhammer deals with some problems in the
Agama texts— Mrgendragama (1.1.1-29), Paramasamhita (1.1.1.-69),
Jayakhyasamhita (1.1.1-79, 11.1-30), Pddmasamhita (1.1.1-116,
1.2.1-21) and Kaundinya’s Paficdrtha bhdsya. German translation
of the texts is given as Appendix. The Veda-s are considered ap-
auruseya and infallible, hence transcendental; hermeneutic method
has to be used; but the Agama-s, though authoritative, are not
considered apauruseya. The Mimamsa hermeneutic approach
towards Vedic texts cannot be applied to the Agama-s in the same

way. Even the texts are not as fixed as that of the Veda. Pdthan-
tara, adhikapdtha etc. can be seen in the Agama texts. The pro-
blems that confront the Agama exigets are more complex than those
that the Vedic interpreters have to face.

‘Pranastapathavakyanam krtva vastuvicaranam
tajifiaih saha prayatnad vai hydgamam samskaroti yah'.

The problem of transmission of the texts from teacher to student
without interruption is discussed. This is an interesting and
scholarly work. |
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